
Fall 2011 

From the Director 

 

Dear community members: 

We are ready to begin our second 

semester with high expectations, 

new goals, and reenergized for the 

year. The daylight is returning as 

we head toward winterôs midpoint. 

Our school is lively with students 

preparing for MAP test, science 

fairs, academic and athletic tourna-

ments. 

It is a wonderful time of year. I am 

proud  to work with Mr. Ali Tekin 

who has taken over the leadership 

position as the Principal since Sep-

tember. He has deep understanding 

of education and many years of 

experience as the school principal. 

I invite you to visit see firsthand 

what the buzz is all about. I never 

cease to be amazed at the work of 

our students and their teachers. 

From Math to Music ð and every-

thing in between. We have a very 

talented pool of students and staff. 

I continue to be awed by the sup-

port of the community and offer 

my deepest gratitude to all of you 

who have made this past year such 

a tremendous success. 

I am delighted to share exciting 

news about events and activities at 

Gateway Science Academy this 

past semester. Inside this journal 

you will find highlights of some of 

these. 

Thank you  

and 

 HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

Cengiz Karatas, Director 

Gateway Science Academy 

NEWSLETTER  

ęSt. Louisė Youth TodayğCity Leaders TomorrowĚ  

Community Breakfast  

Gateway Science Academy hosted 

its 1st annual Community Aware-

ness Breakfast on December 8th, 2011. We were honored to host many distin-

guished community leaders and so very grateful for their attendance. Learning 

more on the Attain Act via live video conference with Congressman Russ Car-

nahan who  has recently signed on as an original cosponsor which restructures 

the Enhancing Education Through Technology was very enlightening. 

We greatly appreciate the opportunity to showcase our school, our educational 

goals, and the high level of education for 

which we strive. This event gave us a 

chance to introduce our friends - old and 

new -  to our daily routine and gave  

community leaders an up close and personal 

look at our recent accomplishments. We are 

grateful for the support of St. Louis commu-

nity leaders. We are working hard to devel-

op better leaders of tomorrow for our com-

munity here in St. Louis. We believe we are 

making a difference in the lives of our stu-

dents, and giving them an opportunity for 

educational and occupational advancement. 

Thank you to GSA Menôs Club (Gold Lev-

el), GSA PTO (Silver Level), GSA Athletic 

Association (Bronze Level) for sponsoring 

the lovely breakfast 

Congressman Russ Carnahan  

via live video conference 

Senator Jim Lembke 

Dr. Bice-Dean, College of Education, 

Lindenwood University presents award 

to Jack Nagl and Ron Bozikis 

Jann Weitzel, Provost LU recognizes  

GSA teachers, Mrs. Julie Biggs and Ms. 

Jennifer Ferguson for their hard work 
Program MC and GSA Music teacher Mrs. 

Ludwig directing 2nd grade choir 



 

Lindenwood Universityôs 

Deanôs note: 

 

Greetings from Lindenwood Uni-

versity School of Education! 

As the year comes to a close, it is 

time to reflect on your child's suc-

cess! It is also a time for celebra-

tion as your family remembers and 

even creates a list of your child's 

accomplishments from this last 

semester. Typically we think of 

academic achievements or perfect 

attendance, but this list can include 

even the smallest improvements in 

a variety of areas. Think about a 

few of these: 

More time reading for pleasure, 

healthy peer relationships, volun-

teering, joining a club, becoming 

more of a self starter at home and 

at school in all areas, taking on 

more responsibilities, taking a risk 

and trying something new to en-

hance learning, etc. 

Celebrations are important to allow 

for reflections, relaxation, and re-

membrances of what is truly im-

portant in life. Your family may 

want to use the list to create some 

goals for the new year. 

Gateway Science Academy and her 

students have many great reasons 

to celebrate! We are very proud of 

you! 

Happy Holidays! 

 

Cynthia Bice, EdD 

Dean for School of Education 

Lindenwood University 

More from the Community Breakfast...  

Weekly Parent Breakfasts  

GSA has been organizing weekly parent breakfasts since September and hosting a 

grade level parent group each week. During the breakfast we have been talking 

about future goals and projections of GSA as well as answering questions. As the 

weekly meetings continue 2nd se-

mester, we will be sharing more in 

depth academic and behavioral de-

velopment of each grade level and 

keep establishing a better communi-

cation with our parents to raise our 

students.  

1st Concept Schoolsė Parent Writing Contest 
 

We are proud to Announce that GSA 

Parent, Jerre Parsons, took First Place 

in the Concept Schools 1st Annual 

Writing Contest on November 14th, 

2011. The Writing Contest was among 

312 participants from 27 schools man-

aged by Concept Schools. Concept 

Schools Vice President, Mr. Salim 

Ucan presented the award to Jerre Par-

sons at our special event ñSt. Louis 

Youth Today.. City Leaders Tomor-

rowò Community Breakfast on  

December 8th at 8:30am at the school.  

Robotics show  by  GSA 6th grad-

ers Jack Nagl and  Ron  Bozikis 

Mrs. Robbyn Wahby, Deputy 

Chief of Staff, City of St. Louis 

George Winston-St. Louis University 

Gina Smith-Northwest Missouri State Uni, 

Paul Renner-Pritchard  and Osborne 

GSA 2nd Graders  

music show 



GSA Terminators  
 

 

The GSA Robotics team participated for the 2nd 

year in a row at the First Lego League (FLL) com-

petition on Saturday, November 20th, 2011. This is 

a worldwide competition and thousands of contest-

ants are competed. St. Louis is hosting the finals 

the next two more years and this year's finals are in 

April 2012. This was a great experience and now 

the GSA Terminators are looking forward to rule 

the world in the 2013 FLL.  

Science Fair December 10, 2011  

 
2nd annual GSA Science 

Fair was held on Decem-

ber 10th, 2011.  

 

Students from 3rd grade to 

7th grade participated in 

the science fair with a pro-

ject.  

 

Judges selected top five 

projects in each grade lev-

el and winners were an-

nounced in the award cer-

emony after the science 

fair. 

 

GSA and St. Louis University Volunteering Program  
 

Service learning coordinator for the ESL department at Saint Louis University (SLU), Dr. 

Ann Meechai and GSA Board Member Patricia Hunt, who also teaches at the SLU ESL de-

partment, visited our school on November 18th, 2011 with about 40 Chinese students in 

their program.  

Our Kindergarteners, 1st and 3rd graders enjoyed meeting the guests. GSA and SLU is look-

ing forward to establishing a pilot volunteering program second semester.  



Lindenwood University Luncheon  
 

 

GSA hosted Lindenwood University on November 4th, 

2011 while school was in operation so we visited class-

rooms, talked to the teachers, parents and students. The 

luncheon served as a great start for the year to improve 

new programs, network between GSA and Lindenwood 

University. We also had the opportunity to show case 

our school and express our parents, students and teach-

ers appreciation for their support. 

Veterans Day Concerts  
 

GSA organized two consecutive concerts on Novem-

ber 10th and 11th, 2011.  

 

Third Grade Class and the 7 & 8 Grade Combined 

Choir presented a patriotic program dedicated to our 

Nationôs Veterans, both under the direction of the 

GSA Music teacher, Kriste Ludwig.  

 

We would like to thank Mr. Doug Thaman, Execu-

tive Director, MCPSA for attending the program and 

addressing the audience on November 10th. 

 

On November 11th 

Sergeant First Class 

Randy E. Jemerson 

was our guest speaker. 

Thank you to Sergeant 

Jemerson for his ex-

cellent speech.  

 

 

Trunk or Treat  
 
GSA celebrated Halloween with its SECOND Trunk or Treat on October 23rd, 

2011. Participants competed for the best decorated trunk, and the best chili. Thank 

you all of our parents, students, teachers and community members who came in their 

costumes to make the day fun. Special òTHANK YOUò to Nancy and Perry Wentzel 

for organizing the event as well as GSA MENôS club for the sponsorship and sup-

port. 
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